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| SOUTH COAST AGHD
YERE OF THE BOARDY
OFFICE QF THE GENERAL COUNSEL ' CLER*® Ui ! HE BO AR
SOUTH COAST AIR QUALITY MANAGEMENT DISTRICT o o
NICHOLAS A. SANCHEZ, SBN 267998 "5 DD ’HO pPa 25
SENIOR DEPUTY DISTRICT COUNSEL . -
Email: nsanchez@aqmd.gov ;
21865 Copley Drive :
Diamond Bar, California 91765-0940 :
TEL: 909.396.3400 - FAX: 909.396.2961 _
Attorneys for Petitioner !
South Coast Air Quality Management District :
t 1AL A oo
BEFORE THE HEARING BOARD OF THE : '
{
SOUTH COAST AIR QUALITY MANAGEMENT DISTRICT ;
Tn the Matter of | casENO. ¥BT- T :
: ;
SOUTH COAST AIR QUALITY MANAGEMENT
DISTRICT, PETITION FOR A CONTESTED ORDER
.| FOR ABATEMENT ;
Petitioner, E
VS, Health and Safety Code § 41700 and

, : District Rule 402 !

SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA GAS COMPANY, ‘ ’

ALISO CANYON STORAGE FACILITY, ’

. Hearing Date:  January 9, 201 6%
[Facility ID No. 800128] ' Time: To Be Determined
' Place: To Be Determined
Respondent. _ ,

1

i

SOUTH COAST AIR QUALITY MANAGEMENT DISTRICT (hereinalter Ereﬁarrf:d to as
“District” or “Petitioner’™) pétitions the District Hearing Board for an Order [or Abatemfent directed to
Respondent SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA GAS COMPANY (hercinafter referred to as “[%espondcnt” or
“SoCal Gas™). The District alleges as follows: ;

1. Petitioner is a body corporate and politic established and existing pursuanti' to Health and
Safety Code §40000’.€[ seq., and §40400, et seq.. and is the solce and exclqsive local a%ency with the
responsibtlity for comprehensive éir pollution control in the South Coast Basin. I

2. SoCal Gas is a public utility cngaged in the transmission, storage and distrib{:tion of natural

£

gas in the Southern California area. SoCal Gas™ Aliso Canyon Storage Facility is located at; 12801 Tampa
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Av;}nue, Northridge, California 91326 (the “Facility™). It is used to store natural gas in underground
|

reservoirs during periods when demand for gas is low and supplics are plentiful. When demand is high and
¥

supplies are scarce, gas is then withdrawn from the Facility and distributed to customers. f
i
3. California Health and Safety Code (“H&S Code™) Section 41700 and' District Rule

402 prohibit the discharge from any source whatsoever of such quantities of air contaminants or other
. . )

material which cause injury, detriment, nuisance, or annoyance to any considerable number of persons or
to the public, or which endanger the comfort, repose, health or safcty of any such persons or the public, or

which cause, or have a natural tendency to cause, injury or damage to business or preperty. -

4, SoCal Gas® Facility is.located within the District’s jurisdiction and subject to the District’s

¥

regulations. In the course of operating the Facility, Respondent stores natural gas at Well SS-25 (the

“Well™). The Well extends 8,500 feet below the surface of the earth and is one of 115 store{ge wells at the

!y

3,600-acre Factlity. The Facility can hold 86 billion cubic feet of natural gas. ;
5. Beginning on or about October 23, 2015, and continuing through the present, the District

has received over 1,400 odor compiaints alleging the SoCal Gas’ Facility as the source. |

6. The District issued Notice to Comply E-26893 to Respondent on or abom& November-5,

2015 requiring SoCal Gas to provide the following information: ' I

a.  On what datc and how did SoCal Gas first become aware of the naturaligas leak?

b.  What steps have been taken 1o repair the affected well injection site and when each step
. i
was taken, did it control/eliminate the release of natural gas into ambient air?

¢. What specific recommendations have been made to SoCal Gas to control/eliminate

odors from the affected well injection site?

d.  What recommendations have been to SoCal Gas in regards to the air monitoring plan(s)
4
for both onsite and community sampling? ;

e.  What recommendations have been made by the State of California, Natural Resources

Agency, Department of Conservation Division of Qil, Gas and Gcother;mal Resources

or any other regulatory agencies in regards to controlling/eliminating the release of

i

natural gas from the affected injection well site?
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.creating a public nuisance.

11/

f. SoCal Gas is hereby required to safely and as soon as possible stop the reieasc of'natural
gas resulting from the affected w;ll site and all of its associate appurten‘.anccs, S0 as to
prevent odors from natural gas and mercaptans being released impacting the nearby
communities. A true and correct copy of Notice to Comply E-26893 is zzlt‘[ached he.reto

- as Exhibit A. | |
7. Thé District alleges that Respondent is in violation and has been in violatior% of H&S Code
|

Section 41700 and District Rule 402 since October 24, 2015. The District issued Notice of Violation P62646

to Respondent on or about November 23, 2015 for violation-of H&S Code Section 41700 ar{d District Rule

402. A true and correct copy of Notice of Vicolation P62646 is attached hereto as Exhibit B

]

- 8. The District asserts Notice of Violation P62646 includes violations of SOCéII Gas’ creation
of a public nuisance by discharging odor emissions into ncarby communities starting on October 24,.2015,

and continuing through the present, until SoCal Gas achieves compliance by operating their Facility without
)

9. The District alleges that Respondent is unable to conduct operations at the Facility without

being in-violation of H&S Code Section 41700 and District Rule 402. SoCal Gas has been: unable to stop
discharging air pollutant releases impacting the neﬁrby communities and has stated publicly ;that it will take
at least three months to mitigate the situation. ‘

10. The Order set forth hereinafter is likely to mitigate the conditions c'ont;ributing to the
nuisance and further compliance with SCAQMD rules and regulations. The Order is intende(i to help reduce
air emissions impacts to the nearby communities and implement adequate steps to remedy tlf]@ situation.

11. Respondent notified the District on December 3, 2015, pursuant to District F;{u]e 1148.2, of
their commehcemenf of drilling a relief well at the Facility on December 4, 2015. Respondent has informed
the District they intend to drill a second relief well, but is'yet to provide the date ofdrilling.:f

12. The Di_strict, by this Petition, sceks an Order for Abatement to impose cer‘tain conditions

on Respondent’s operation of its Facility. The District believes that such conditions will bring Respondent’s
. . : : ;

]

-operation in compliance with the District’s rules. ' !

13. [t is not unreasonable to require Respondent to comply with District rules afld reguiations.
‘ i
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14. The issuance of an Order for Abatement upon a fully noticed hearing would not constitute
alaking of property without due process of law.

15. This Order for Abatement is not intended to be nor does it act as a variance.

l6. It is the District’s intention to file Proposed Findings and Decision a few d;lys in advance

of the hearing. |
WHEREFORE, the District prays for an Order for Abatement as follows:

1. That this Hearing Board issue an Order for Abatement requiring Respondent to cease and

|| desist from operating its Facility n a manner which violates H&S Code Section 41700 and District Rule

402, or, in the alternative, to comply with increments of progress and conditions as the Hearing Board deems

appm.priate.

' . '
2. For such other and further relief that this Hearing Board deems just and proper.
Dated: December 10, 2015 SOUTH COAST AIR QUALITY MANAGEMENT DISTRICT

OFFICE OF THE GENERAL COUNSEL
Nicholas A. Sanchez, Senior Deputy District Counsel
1

Nicholas A. Sanchcz
Attarney for Petitioner
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South Coast Air Quality Management District
21865 COPLEY DRIVE, DIAMOND BAR, CA 01765-4178"

P 62846

NOTICE OF VIOLATION . [
mumﬂgc_:i,ﬂ’hécn Co 'E)rmo,, 60\6 Compamd gOO!QQ ve
|RE0) —Tampo. Avenue NOT‘\’\WléSG__ -9}3Q6
lagol ’Tomm Aveona " Noftnriday 31326

YOU ARE HEREBY NOTIFIED THAT YOU HAVE BEEN CITED FOR ONE OR MORE VIOLATIONS OF THE SOUTH COAST AIR QUALITY MANAGEMEbiT
DISTRICT (SCAQMD) RULES, STATE LAW OR FEDERAL LAW.
CRIMINAL PENALTIES.

EACH DAY A VIOLATION OCCURS MAY BE HANDLED AS A SEPARATE OFFENSE REGARDLESS OF WHETHER OR NOT ADDITIONAL NOTICES OF
VIOLATION ARE ISSUED.

IF PROVEN, SUCH VIOLATION(S) MAY RESULT IN THE IMPOSITION OF CIVIL. OR

DESCRIPTION: OF VIOLATiONS

SCAQMD Permit to )
. -Auihénty', ‘?;dgu?;ijg’“ ?{;%r;::a ‘Eﬁﬁﬁﬁ? %‘:ﬂﬂ',g‘;b’;‘;; e * Deseription of Violatlon &
grsciaw | O *The Sow\'\ncrn California [ros Compony) haf
| | Bcresc L\\']Q.S C(eoéreé 2, Ou\a\\c nmjn.nce b\\ As:‘»cho.vamf) Sy
gccn‘_” S| ontiHes otyfal 200 ) bhe Surtound ind
.| Ocrr x :
o Commupihies From o leal Stothing an Ocirobcr 23,205,
0 scAQMD And ON 301D -i’o dode o \Afd\ #55-25 LAScc\ '
7 | Dicnasc. 3 o \ ;.Dm\ otuf ol _
Ez:: | \!’)JTO f!\:\’ov’\ ah Mn,\(_rg(ouna ﬂcwi'ufo\ DS i‘ta[oﬂ&
' : ((’,SC{VOs(od" -an»r_A\rso CO\\'\'-IUT\ %m.mq 4t
- |. o1 scaamp Ao oy (DMO»:‘“\%S“H’S bwe CQU\ﬁLé__}J)j_L_[_),
3 [J-cHasc AC’K\MD—\‘ r\\Mf:O-{\a— Gy Gl hﬁu‘-laﬂct (o) O-
D cer 3 ¢ nu S: y +he
CICFR
T e - --~~Du\p\w~ana} o \nm/a codongered- Hhoe. oentott
[ scAauD ( cakth ey M Sud 0p
4| CcHasc 0K, ‘qu o“b\u 0 Vigladion & Pesih 4 go»&«rj
Ez::_ Code Sc'cha(\ U0 ond SCARMD Rule HOX.
The gow\'\wcnl Califosnio Gas Compons. 3)
{3 scAoMD -
5 ] CH&SC
gi;’: Con%amumn'b :Phod’ EALE Gus0a the
. Qublic_auisanee
Bervad Ter: .:.3-| LL M(GV}) Sarved By: Iﬁ§ [Jg.(."hﬁf Dute Hotlce Zarvad: )
_TRAcy 1933 1060 | Lavianee 8. Ism) 11-23-15
’ D\YGL.TG{ ot E'm-- - RQDQSQB - p e s
Enuitonmeptol Syes .vabj QScﬂrmhlr’qis 1 310- an AZF70° .],\5&;0@ aqmd.goy
Kby 1o Authority Abbraviallons: B <O MBIM oll Service:
s oo g gy | Eneon  DCotos
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