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OFFICE OF THE GENERAL COUNSEL 
SOUTH COAST AIR QUALITY MANAGEMENT DISTRICT 
NICHOLAS A. SANCHEZ, SBN 207998 
SENIOR DEPUTY DISTRICT COUNSEL 
Email: nsanchez@.aqmd.gov 
21865 Copley Drive 
Diamond Bar, California 91765-0940 
TEL: 909.396.3400 • f AX: 909.396.2961 

Attorneys for Petitioner 
South Coast Air Quality Management District 

ORiGl~lt\L 
BEFORE THE HEARING BOAJU) OF THE 

SOUTH COAST AIR QUALITY MANAGEMENT DISTRICT 

"

R

"

S

re

g

In the Matter of CASE NO. \':/1 ~ '1l, 

SOUTH COAST AIR QUALITY MANAGEMENT 
DISTRICT, PETITION FOR A CONTESTitD ORDER 

FOR ABATEMENT 
Petitioner, 

vs. Health and Safety Code § 41700 and 
District Rule 402 1 

SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA GAS COMPANY, 
ALISO CANYON STORAGE FACILITY, I 

Hearing Date: January 9, 2016; 
[Facility ID No. 800128] Time: To Be Determined 

Place: To Be Determined 
Respondent. 

' SOUTH COAST AIR QUALITY MANAGEMENT DISTRICT (hereinafter teferred to as 

District" or "Petitioner") petitions the District Hearing Board for an Order for Abatement directed to 

' 
espondent SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA GAS COMPANY (hereinafter referred to as "Respondent" or 

SoCal Gas"). The District alleges as follows: 

I 

1. Petitioner is a body corporate and politic established and existing pursuant to Health and 
I 

afety Code §40000, et seq., and §40400, el seq., and is the sole and exclusive local agency ' with the 
I 

sponsibility for comprehensive air pollution control in the South Coast Basin. 

2. SoCal Gas is a public utility engaged inthe transmission, storage and distribution of natural 

as in the Southern California area. SoCal Gas' Aliso Canyon Storage Facility is located at ' 12801 Tampa
I . 

1 
Southern California Gas Company, Aliso Canyon Storage Facility (Facility ID #800128) 

Petition for An Order for Abatement 

mailto:nsanchez@.aqmd.gov


1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

1O 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

Avenue, Northridge, California 91326 (the "facility"). It is used to store natural gas ih underground 
• I 

reservoirs during periods when demand for gas is low and supplies are plentifol. When dem\lnd is high and 

' 
supplies arc scarce, gas is then withdrawn from the Facility and distributed to customers. 

3. California Health and Safety Code ("H&S Code") Section 41700 and' District Rule 

402 prohibit the discharge from any source whatsoever of such quantities of air contaminants or other 
I 

material which cause injury, detriment, nuisance, or annoyance to any considerable number of persons or 

to the public, or which endanger the comfort, repose, health or safety of any such persons o; the public, or 

which cause, or have·a natural tendency to cause, injury or damage to business or property . . 

4. SoCal Gas' Facility is located within the District's jurisdiction and subject to the District's 
' 

regulations. In the course of operating the facility, Respondent stores natural gas at Well SS-25 (the 

"Well"). The Well extends 8,500 feet below the surface of the earth and is one of 115 storage wells at the 

' 
3,600-acre facility. The facility can hold 86 billion cubic feet of natural gas. 

5. Beginning on or about October 23, 2015, and continuing through the present, the District 
I 

has received over 1,400 odor complaints alleging the SoCal Gas' facility as the source. 

6. The District issued Notice to Comply E-26893 to Respondent on or about November ·5, 

2015 requiring SoCal Gas to provide the following information: 

a. On what date and how did SoCal Gas first become aware of the natural'gas leak? 
I 
' 

b. What steps have been taken to repair the affected well injection site and \vhen each step 
, I 

was taken_, did it control/eliminate the release of natural gas into ambie1~t air? 

c. What specific recommendations have been made to SoCal Gas to control/eliminate 

odors from the affected well injection site? 

d. What recommendations have been to SoCal Gas in regards to the air monitoring plan(s) 

for both onsite and community sampling? 

e. What recommendations have been made by the State of California, Nat.ural Resources 

Agency, Department of Conservation Division of Oil, Gas and Geothermal Resources 

or any other regulatory agencies in regards to controlling/eliminating the release of 

natural gas from the affected injection well site? 

I I I 
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f. SoCal Gas is hereby required to safely and as soon as possible stop the release of natural 

gas resulting from the affected well site and all of its associate appurte1ianccs, so as to 

prevent odors from natural gas ·and mercaptans being released impacting the n~arby 

communities. A true and correct copy of Notice to Comply E-26893 is ~ttached hereto 
I 

as Exhibit A. 

l 

7. The District alleges that Respondent is in violation and has been in violatioq of H&S Code 

Section 41700 and District Ruic 402 since October 24, 2015. The District issued Notice of Violation P62646 

to Respondent on or about November 23, 2015 for violation of H&S Code Section 41700 and District Rule 

402. A true and correct copy of Notice of Violation P62646 is attached hereto as Exhibit B._, 

8. The District asserts Notice of Violation P62646 includes violations of SoCa} Gas' creation 

of a public nuisance by discharging odor emissions into nearby communities starting on October 24,.2015, 

and continuing through the present, until SoCal Gas achieves compliance by operating their Facility without 

creating a public nuisance. 

9. The District alleges that Respondent is unable to conduct operations at the I;acility without 

' being in-violation of H&S Code Section 41700 and District Rule 402. SoCal Gas has been' unable to stop 

discharging air pollutant releases impacting the nearby communities and has stated publicly that it will take 

at least three months to mitigate the situation. 

I 0. The Order set forth hereinafter 1s likely to mitigate the conditions c'ontributing to the 

nuisance and further compliance with SCAQMD rules and regulations. The Order is intended to help reduce 

air emissions impacts to the nearby communities and implement adequate steps to remedy the situation. 

11. Respondent notified the District on December 3, 2015, pursuant to District Rule 1148.2, of 

their commencement of drilling a relief well at the Facility on December 4, 2015. Respondent has informed 

the District they intend to drill a second relief well, but is yet to provide the date of drilling.: 

12. The District, by this Petition, seeks an Order for Abatement to impose certain conditions 

on Respondent's operation of its Facility. The District believes that such conditions will bring Respondent's 
I 

operation in compliance with the District's rules. 

13. It is not unreasonable to require Respondent to comply with District rules and regulations.
' 

/ / / 
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14. The issuance of an Order for Abatement upon a fully noticed hearing would not constitute 

a taking of property without due process of law. 

15. This Order for Abatement is not intended to be nor docs it act as a variance.: 

16. It is the District's intention to file Proposed Findings and Decision a few days in advance 

ofthe hearing. 

WHEREFORE, the District prays for an Order for Abatement as follows: 

1. That this Hearing Board issue an Order for Abatement requiring Respondent to cease and 

desist from operating its Facility in a manner which violates H&S Code Section 41700 ana District Rule 

402, _or, in the alternative, to comply with increments of progress and conditions as the Hearin_g Board deems 

appropriate. 

2. For such other and further relief that this Hearing Board deems just and proper. 

Dated: December I0, 2015 SOUTH COAST AIR QUALITY MANAGEMEN'f DISTRICT 
OFFICE OF THE GENERAL COUNSEL 
Nicholas A. Sanchez, Senior Deputy District Counsel 

I 

By: --4.~1/U~- ~~;==-----~~1-h~
7~-~~i~-

Nicholas A. Sanchez 
Attorney for Petitioner 
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South Coast Air Quality Management District 
21865 COPLEY DRIVE, DIAMOND BAR, CA 91765-4178. P 62646

DATE OF VIOLATION 

NOTICE OF VIOLATIO:.l',I_,Ut tlfftl

YOU ARE HEREBY NOTIFIED THAT YOU HAVE BEEN CITED FOR ONE OR MORE VIOLATIONS OF WE SOUTH COAST AIR QUALITY MANAGEMENT 
DISTRICT (SCAQMD) RULES, STATE LAW OR FEDERAL LAW. IF PROVEN, SUCH VIOLATION(S) MAY RESULT IN THE IMPOSITION OF CIVIL OR 
CRIMINAL PENAL TIES. 

EACH DAY A VIOLATION OCCURS MAY BE HANDLED AS A Sf;PARATE OFF0lSE REGARDLESSOF WHETHER OR NOT ADDITIONAL NOTICES OF 
VIOLATION ARE ISSUED. . . . 

DESCRIPTION·OF VIOLATIONS 

SCAQMD PermR to 

• · Aulhority'"_· CodeSeciton 
orRule No. Operate or CARB 
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• '" '+" ,_,.,...,_., - ----- .. 

0 SCAQM0 
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□ CCR 

OCFR 

~l----+:-----+------1-----~.J__ 
0SCAQMD 

S O CH&SC 

□ CCR 

OCFR 

. Cof1dlllonNo. 
(ll Appl!cable) · - · · .D~scrtpt!onof Vlol8lloil 

":11::,eSov.-1-hcen c ... l'rfucn·10.-r,0oG:irnro.[l•t 
Jikho-~,6•,;; ,SIAC(~aj-e~ a.~1.,1't,\il:. bjouiJ<>,S)ce 

oS'\ · · Qo.·h,,a.\5 · Q:\:p {\,e 

Co o..-,o.· ea,I< b<r 2 ,aiis, 
C),~ On9Di~.:, ±oJo,-1-c0..\- Woll -its-s-;i.s US<J 

' 
~O( )D:5cc-t~odl,il1:l:ndr0v>c>.I !:)IX>of 00..·h,,,5:o.\ 
\ D:to /f~o"'o. • , ,Af\dno-.-\' ~ r, 

Se 110,' o-+- n::,-t-
+\:ie..o,h'Cor:rto..r:,,ro.s:,-t.s'oo.veCC\v.:,r;:JiDJur3;· 
dc:Ki&n+/ f\V,

0

\'.,Q\f\C<!- a~ Cl r,Quj<?,.{\C<'.. -to CA. 
~""·le l;SuC,S n+ e 

1-1.:.::....:=::....::....i.....::=.:.::....:.::....i:.::::::..:..:.::....:-=-_:_..t..::::_:_-=-~~l:W~:m:ici,/.Q.!::::b2Y-~~~~~2llilull!'!:rl:P1:, 
<c:.(?9Sc:he"' \-th as:ScJ'etj of o,o~ 5L1Lh\'::-1:"i.JO1 

(J\ :l:be ~"'~' i.:.,IQV>a\Ol±iuoax1-\e;,.):l:\:,J, ~~ 
C. · c CPG/MQC..,u)c.1.-)0.;;).. 

_ _J_nL.2S~llittlD_~~~~ili,"'=-!2J~....J&~~' 

Tl\11:,: Email: 
I.)\ rc,._.t(5' 0-t 

-.. (G\')) 
")J.'3- 17 

E.n·o.11(onl", bl Svcs .)-\-ro-<--Jl?S'-l"'tr-1-, 
"Key lo Authority Abbrovtallons: 

,.... 

MethodofService: 

18(1n Person D Certified Mall 
SCAQMD - Sou1h C;oasl AirQuality M11ooge_ment Dialrict CH&SC - Ca!lfomla Health and Sc1fety Code 
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