
Disaster Response Teams Capabilities 

Disaster Response Team (DRT) Programs are capable of a large spectrum of 
functions in times of disaster. Their training and expertise reaches from assisting 
survivors directly to facilitating relationships between response organizations. Below 
is a general list of what DRTs are capable of in disaster affected communities: 

 

 

Public Assistance 

 Critical Debris Removal 
 Flood Fighting (Sandbagging, etc.) 
 Dispatch and Tracking of Donated Equipment 
 Park and Public Lands Restoration 

 

Individual Assistance 

 Distribution of Life-Sustaining Supplies 
 Support for Mass Care 

o Sheltering 
o Feeding 

 Direct Service 
o Mucking and Gutting 
o Debris clean-up 
o Emergency Roof Tarping 
o Emergency Home Repair 
o Mold Suppression 
o Hazard Tree Removal/Chainsaw 
o Minor home repair 

 Health and Wellness Checks 

 

Volunteer and Donations 
Management 

 Volunteer Reception Center 
o Establish and Manage Operations 
o Database Management 

(homeowner  intake and 
volunteers) 

o Damage assessments 
o Track Volunteer Hours 

 Field Leadership for Volunteer 
Engagement 
o     Deliver training in safety and tasks 
o     Support volunteer housing/logistics 

 Warehousing Support 
 POD and Donations Tracking 

 

Community Outreach 

 Damage and Other Needs Assessment 
 Support to 2-1-1 or Other Call Centers 
 Client Intake and Tracking 
 Public Situational Awareness 

o GIS Mapping Support 
o Social Media 
o Scouting 

 Case Management 
 Support for MARCs 
 Transportation 

o Emergency Transport 
o Long-Term Moving Support 

 Staffing for Staging Areas and Logistics 
 Canvassing 

 

Capacity Building 

 Support to Emergency Management 
 Support to VOAD, COADs, and LTRCs 
 Inter-agency Facilitation 
 Surge Capacity for Staffing 
 Support for Emergency Farm and Animal 

Care 
 


