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STATE ADVISORY COMMITTEE ON SEXUAL ASSAULT VICTIM SERVICES
 Friday, March 7, 2014 – 9:30 AM
USC State Capital Center
1800 I Street, Sacramento, CA 95811

916-637-8960
Meeting Minutes
DRAFT
Members Present:  Ellen Yin-Wycoff, Jennifer Tejada, Victoria Gwiasda, Gary Lieberstein, Nancy O’Malley, and Sparky Harlan
Members Absent:  William Green, Linda McFarlane, Anthony Urquiza, Heidy Kellison and Candy Stallings
Cal OES Staff Present: Gina Buccieri-Harrington, Sonia Banales and Janine Williams. 
I. CALL TO ORDER 




Ellen Yin-Wycoff, Vice Chair
II. MEETING MINUTES – December 5, 2013, approved with corrections.
III. CAL OES ANNOUNCEMENTS  



Cal OES Management Team
Sonia Banales – VOCA, no update, amounts or application, Cal OES is expecting staying at the same funding level or more.
VAWA – new requirements require that 20% of these funds go across 2 categories to focus on sexual assault.  This requirement is already met; however, the VAWA implementation committee agreed to ask Cal OES to create a separate Law Enforcement grant to focus just on sexual assault versus having the choice between domestic violence, sexual assault and stalking. The implementation committee also recommended having an advisory group to the Peace Officers Standard and Training (POST) grant.  POST has been contacted and is working on it.  The application for VAWA is due at the end of March.  

SASP – This application was submitted and Cal OES has not been notified about the dollar amount.
Cal OES will be hiring for the vacant Federal Funds Manager position in the coming months.

IV. RAPE CRISIS PROGRAM





Janine Williams
Regional Trainings for the Rape Crisis Program for this year have been cancelled due to updates to the 40 hour trainings of all Rape Crisis Centers (RCCs) and backlog of RCC site visits.

a. SAC Bylaws:  Nancy O’Malley took the lead on updates to the SAC Bylaws; the following is an overview of areas that are being updated with finalization occurring at the next SAC meeting in June.   
· Throughout the document, change “victims” to “victims/survivors”.

· Throughout the document update “OCJP” to “Cal OES” and spell out where appropriate.

· Throughout the document update “Executive Director” to “Secretary”

Article II

· Section 2c – Nancy is working on this language. (capacity and encouraging best practices)
· Section 2f – add the language “and those who choose not to engage with the criminal justice system”.

· Section 2g – change it to “four” representatives instead of “three”.  Add a representative from the field that represents the RCCs and a rep from CALCASA.  Also expand on the language around the definition of what kinds of exploited youths will be represented. Lastly, take out the language that states “These individuals shall serve at no expense to OCJP”.  The SAC decided that regardless of whether they are voting members, their travel and per diem must be covered and reimbursed.  
Article IV

· Section 2c – Add the language “and by electronic transmission”

Article V

· Section 1 – add the language “as long as budget permits” after “each fiscal year”.
Article VII

· Section 2 – Member at Large – The SAC wants to keep this officer per the Bylaws with the only change being to the term from 1 year to 2 years and the term begins at the first meeting of “every even” year instead of “the calendar” year.

Article IX

· Section 1b – change the word “selected” to “recommended”.  Maybe adding language “although RCCs receive ongoing funding”?
Article X

· Update the appeals process to adhere to Cal OES’s current appeal process

· Take out language referring to CCCJ.

Article XIII

· Add the language “those present” after the word “of”.

Recommended Guidelines….

· These guidelines need to be incorporated in the Bylaws 

· #2 – Add “without expressed approval of the committee”

The Committee also agreed to revive the Technical Assistance Committee and the Executive Committee after updating the language that addressed the parameters of these committees.
b.     SAC Mission and Goals:  
The SAC will review and update the Mission and Goals after the Bylaws are completed.
V. CDAA REPORT






Nancy O’Malley


Nancy – Training for Sexual Assault (SA) Prosecutors has been revived and mentoring has resumed.  25 SA Prosecutors throughout the state have been recruited to provide 1 on 1 mentoring during a trial. This mentoring includes staff training at the DA’s office, being available to answer questions, back up and running.  At one point, this program logged 5000 hours.  
CDAA is starting to do more webinars, they interviewed and hired for the VAWA position a lawyer with a DV background but also knows a lot about SA.  

Rape kit backlog – Nancy has worked on addressing this situation for 3.5 years at the national level and local level.  The crime labs have the money to process the rape kits, so the backlog is really at the law enforcement level. The information is not getting into the national database.  “Eliminate the backlog” – In order to eliminate the backlog, the FBI needs to change and soften a lot of their rules.  Money needs to be re-directed to evidences rooms where the real backlog is.  $35 million was recently appropriated by the President but needs to go through appropriations.  
The Sexual Assault Bill of Rights is the guideline that is used for getting evidence out of the crime lab and into the database.  Thirty days is what is proposed; however, there is backlash from law enforcement but they are willing to have the conversation.  Some private labs already do the work of the FBI, so there is talk of why can’t all the kits be taken to a private lab that can get it done. 
There is also a “quick look” that can identify a “Y Chromosome” once it is established that it is present or not, there may not be a need to continue with processing the rape kit.
If the $35 million in funds stay in place and a lot of it comes to California, this state can make a huge statement by creating a sustainable model to deal with the backlog and not be in this position again.  Law enforcement (Police Chiefs) are mostly on board but some of the turnaround times cannot be met.  California Sherriff’s Association and Crime Labs are not on board with the turnaround times.  Kamala Harris has committed the use of her lab (Cal DOJ) at no charge.

Law enforcement needs more resources and training to do the work (investigations).  Local crime labs cannot keep up w/capacity due to some outdated equipment.  More funding will be sought for increase to law enforcement. 
AB1517 (Skinner – DNA Evidence) is looking for agencies to sign on and support.

Cost of sexual assault forensic exams, the costs are in the following order of priority, medical cost first and then the forensic cost.  Victims Compensation is the “payer of last resort” on an average exams are $500-$3,000 per exam.  Now is the time to revive the argument that with the affordable care act, there will be crime victims that have insurance and with the reference to law enforcement paying for the examination being removed and the responsibility reverting back to Victims Compensation, money that is saved from law enforcement can be moved to them focusing on the rape kit backlogs. 
VI. CALCASA REPORT





Ellen Yin-Wycoff
CALCASA Legislation –
SB782 – DeSaunier – Sponsored by CALCASA, this bill adds a check off on tax forms with the intent for any such funds to come to Cal OES to be distributed to CALCASA to enhance support to the rape crisis centers.  They are currently in the queue to get on the tax form.

AB2535 – Proposes that military sexual assault survivors are a separate classification under victim’s compensation in order for them to be able to get certification that the crime occurred from the rape crisis center. This certification will also help with accessing veteran’s affairs benefits.  At the time of this meeting, this bill had not been scheduled for hearing yet.

SB967 – Sponsored by CALCASA – Campus Sexual Violence.  Karen Yang will be on the task force in Washington D.C. that will focus on the topic of prevention and responsive of and to sexual assault on college campuses.  CALCASA is working on changing attitudes to focus on comprehensive prevention.  CALCASA’S College Student Summit will occur on April 3-4 to discuss this topic.

SB911 – Nancy O’Malley, Joyce Dudley, CALCASA – This bill introduces a new classification to sexual assault, 2nd degree, when there is the element of force is not present.  This bill is establishing that there are other ways to commit a sexual assault (disabled, unconscious, threat to family, frozen fear).  The language is being tightened to have a consistent definition of consent in 1st degree and 2nd degree. The intent is to get the cases charged that do not fall under 1st degree.
Events coming up –

· Statewide Leadership Conference – June 30-July2, 2014

· Military Sexual Assault Discussion

· Annual Executive Director Meetings

· RC Regional Trainings

· General Prevention Training

· Denim Day – April 23rd
Sandra Henriquez has been invited to sit on the Violence Against Women White House Task Force.

The Report on the cost of sexual assault will be released in the summer.  They are finalizing their report on the current status of sexual assault.

VII. MISCELLANEOUS
California Coalition for Youths is looking at legislation to expand the piece on Homeless youth and runaway programs.
Human Trafficking Counselor is defined in the law but does no discuss confidentiality or who oversees it.

A category for “other members Reports” will be added after the CDAA and CALCASA Reports on future SAC agendas.

SAC 2014 Meeting Schedule – The next meeting is on June 6, 2014 at CDAA.  
VIII. ADJOURNMENT                                              
Nancy motioned to adjourn and Gary seconded – 12:02
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