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Governor Brown Streamlines Relief Efforts for Families
with Drinking Water Shortages Due to Drought

SACRAMENTO — Just days after signing historic legislation requiring sustainable groundwater
management for the first time in California, Governor Edmund G. Brown Jr. issued an executive order
streamlining efforts to provide water to families in dire need as the extreme drought continues to grip the
state.

The order makes funding available through the California Disaster Assistance Act to provide water for
drinking and sanitation to households currently without running water. The executive order also extends
the state's prohibition on price gouging during emergencies to the current stage of the drought,
recognizing the on-going nature of the drought emergency.

Additionally, it directs the State Water Resources Control Board, the Department of Water Resources
and the Governor’s Offices of Emergency Services and Planning and Research to work together to
identify acute drinking water shortages in domestic supplies and to work with counties and local
agencies to implement solutions for those water shortages.

Today’s announcement follows the Governor’s signing of legislation requiring local, sustainable
groundwater management earlier this week. Last December, the Governor formed a Drought Task Force
to closely manage precious water supplies, to expand water conservation wherever possible and to
quickly respond to emerging drought impacts throughout the state. In January, the administration
finalized a comprehensive Water Action Plan that charts the way for California to become more resilient
in the face of droughts and floods. During that same month, the Governor declared a drought state of
emergency and in February, signed legislation to provide $687.4 million to support drought relief,
including money for housing and food for workers directly impacted by the drought, bond funds for
projects to help local communities more efficiently capture and manage water and funding for securing
emergency drinking water supplies for drought-impacted communities.

In April 2014, the Governor called on the state to redouble their efforts at combating drought. Last
month the Governor signed legislation to put a water bond before voters after winning bipartisan
approval in the Legislature.

Governor Brown has called on all Californians to reduce their water use by 20 percent and prevent
water waste. Visit SaveOurWater.com to find out how everyone can do their part and Drought.CA.Gov

to learn more about how California is dealing with the effects of the drought.

The text of the executive order can be found by clicking on the following link: j7di6ajlb



