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STATE ADVISORY COMMITTEE ON SEXUAL ASSAULT VICTIM SERVICES

Friday, March 6, 2015 – 9:30 AM

California District Attorneys Association

921 11th Street, Suite 300

Sacramento, CA 95814

916-443-2017
MEETING MINUTES
Voting Members:

Present: William Green, Sandra Henriquez, Victoria Gwiasda, 
Via Conference Call: Nancy O’Malley, Candy Stallings 
Absent:  Gary Lieberstein, Heidy Kellison, Jennifer Tejada and Linda McFarlane 

Program Representatives (Non-Voting): 

Present: Anthony Urquiza 
Absent:  Sparky Harlan
Cal OES Staff:

Present:  Sonia Banales, Janine Williams, Roseann St. Clair and Johanna Roman
Via Conference Call:  
California Commission on the Status of Women and Girls Representative
Present:

Via Conference Call:  Nancy Kirschner-Rodriquez and Karen Nelson
Audience Members: 
I. CALL TO ORDER – William Green 
 Introductions
II. MEETING MINUTES  
The Minutes for the December 2014 meeting were approved with a motion from Nancy and Candy seconded the motion.  Sandra abstained since she was not appointed at the time.

.

III. CAL OES ANNOUNCEMENTS  

a. 
Cal OES  Update 
- Sonia Banales

In regards to VOCA funds we are expecting to get a huge increase. We are currently working on funding recommendations for existing programs. The funding recommendations are focused on objective changes and super circular changes. We surveyed the field last fall to ask them what the gaps were. We are really close on the license plate campaign. This campaign would assist in raising funds for sexual assault and domestic violence. This campaign is in partnership with CALCASA. There is no marketing needed for this campaign, it is already out there. We are working on MOUs with DMV.   A lot of good intentions fail because of lack of marketing but all the free marketing is benefiting us.
Sandra added:  In order for the license plate to be made, 7,500 plates must be presold. DMV keeps the funds from the first 7,500 plates and then the rest of the funds go into the pot. With the Super Bowl add we had 50,000 new emails. Domestic and Sexual Violence has gotten the attention like never before. We would be the first state in the nation to have these license plates, but more states want to follow California. The plates are being marketed by celebrities; Mariska Hargitay has already said that she will be purchasing a license plate. National No More week will begin on Monday with the announcement that California will have this plate available for purchase. We want to reach the presale requirement.
Just Detention International: Cal OES released the RFA for JDI (Just Detention International) to work with correctional facilities to get this program started. We are now tapping into an underserved population.
California Victims Compensation Programs: In regards to Cal VCP, we want to be more collaborative. We are going to be having regular, monthly or at the least quarterly meetings.
IV. RAPE CRISIS PROGRAM





Janine Williams
Rape Crisis Regional Trainings have been scheduled. 

· May 19th will be in Sacramento, 

· May 21 in Redding, 

· June 9 in Fresno, 

· June 11 in Orange County 

· June 16 in Livermore. 

We are planning on going over site visits, college campuses, and PREA. I would like to get feedback from the field with the suggested changes to the service standards. We are suggesting that counselors do not walk out the door with their training certificate and that it remain in their personnel file.  In the past we have left it up to the centers discretion. We would also like to come up with universal language to be placed on the certificate.  CALCASA offered to address this topic during their presentation at the regional trainings.  Updates on this will be provided at the next SAC meeting.

 V.
SAC BUSINESS





Janine Williams
· Kirk Andrus and Jennifer Cannady have accepted their appointments from Cal OES to join the SAC.  They will be at the next meeting.  The Commission has also made their appointments and we welcome Sandra Henriquez and Candy Stallings as The Commission appointees.  All vacancies are currently filled.  The goal is to vote on a Vice Chair at the June meeting.

•
The Bylaws are still in draft form with some areas to discuss final changes will be made by the next SAC meeting.
· The term “medical centers” was left vague on purpose but there was discussion on the need to define it for clarification. Bill is concerned about who is being included as a medical center.  The issue is medical care for a survivor, forensic is fine for some “non-hospital” medical centers but not all are equipped to handle medical care.  “Strangulation for example may appear to be fine but without a medical expert to confirm there is no way of knowing.”  Not sure what the answer is but it needs to be looked into.

Nancy added that the way they wrote the legislation is that medical comes first and forensic second.  This was to ensure that medical issues are addressed first. SAC how are each of the communities addressing medical issues? The proficiency of the exam individual is going to change the probability of capturing essential info. 

Candy: Some hospitals are religious and during a forensic exam they were refusing to give emergency contraceptives and antibiotics. This happened about ten years ago, but it is still a concern.
There will be follow up at the next meeting.
· A discussion around how many non-voting members and the Technical Advisory Committee (TAC) was had about how many and when they are appointed.  There is only a need for 2 nonvoting members at this time and TACs will be formed on an “as need basis”.

· Everywhere child abuse is stated, it should also state child sexual abuse or child exploitation.

· Northern and Southern California references will be changed to Statewide.

V. CDAA REPORT






Nancy O’Malley
•
Proposition 47- hoping to remove date rape drugs from the list of misdemeanors

· Demonstrating how date rape drugs are different from personally used drugs such as cocaine and other recreational drugs.
· Keeping the wording regarding date rape drugs generic.
· Residency Restrictions- an upcoming topic

· CALCASA does not support the residency restrictions due to public safety concerns.
· Backlogged Kits- working on moving the kits faster, 120 days to create a profile.
VI. CALCASA REPORT





Sandra Henriquez
· Backlogged Kits
· People in Central California have been transported several hours away for a forensic examination.
· Holistic approach needed to address the backlog issue
· Campus Sexual Assault
· Has several tentacles

· Campus based advocates believe that they are protected, but they are
 employees of the campuses.
· University of Oregon Case: A student was gang raped by campus athletes and the University allowed them to finish their season. The victim felt that her case was not handled correctly by the University and filed a civil suit against the University. The University then went to the campus therapist who was working with the sexual assault victim and instructed her to turn over the victim’s file to them. The information in the file was obtained under the impression of confidentiality. When the therapist refused the University informed her that in this case she had to follow their instructions based on the fact that she was employed by the campus. The athletes ended up countersuing.
· State General Fund- CALCASA is requesting more money from the State
· 20 million dollars over the next four years

· Currently on the tax check off for Sexual Assault funds

· A minimum of $250,000 needed to remain on the form

· National Sexual Assault Conference
· Will be held in Los Angeles on September 2nd -4th 

· 400 to 1500 attendees from various specialties expected

•
The Californiasaysnomore.org website will be launched on Monday, March 9th
VII. MISCELLANEOUS
a. Next Meeting – June 26th  

VIII. ADJOURNMENT   
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